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"READER: 


H E Particulars mentioned m the enſuing Narra- 

q tive, are but a ſmall part of the Grievances juſtly 
conpiaried of by the People in New England, during 
their three years Ippreſston under Sir E., A. For a more full 
Account, tie Reacer us referred to the Juſtificatim of the 
Revolution in New England, Where every particular ex- 
hibited againſt Sir Ed. and his Complices,by the Agents lately 
ſent to England, # by the Afﬀfidavits of honeſt men con 
firmed, If Jome men find themſelves thereby expoſed to the - 
juſt Reſentments and Indignation of all true Chriſtians, or 
true Engliſh-men, they muſt thank themſelves for publiſhing 
ſuch untrue Accounts as that which goes under the name of 
Captain John Palmers, and that ſcandalous Pampblet 
called N. E's Fa&tion diſcovered, ſuppoſed to be written 
by an bnplacable Enemy of all good men, and a perſon that 
for Impudence and Lying has few Equals in the World, This 
which follows, being ſigned by ſeveral Gentlemen of great 
Integrity, who likewiſe had a particular knowledge of the : 
things by them related, i therefore of unqueſtionable Credit, 
The Deſign in making of it thus publick, is to vindicate © 
Their Majeſties Loyal Subjefts in New England, and to 
give a true Repreſentation +/ things unto thoſe who have 
by falſe Relations been impoſed on. = E - 


B. N. E. Feb. 4. 169; 


AT nj [4] 


© mm 


| ———_— 
—— 


H Received from Mr. Addingron by order of the 


— Council and Repreſentatives of the Maſſachuſetts Colony, a 

 Þ ſenification of their deſire; That whereas we were 
embers of the Late Council in the time of Sir Edmond 

"Androſſes Government, we would give ſome Information of the 
Grievances and Male-adminiſtrations under the ſame. Upon con(1- 
deration had thereof; and in_ anſwer thereunto, we cannot but 
own and declare, that nor only our ſelves, but many others in the ſame 
fation ( not now preſent to joyn with us) were of a long time 
much diſatified and diſcouraged with very many of the Proceedings 
| and Adminiſtrations in the ſaid Government ; and had little reaſon 
to wonder that ſo great a number of the People were ſo too. Ic 
might well have been expected that the Governour (nor ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful heretofore) notwithſtanding the extraordinarineſs (ro ſay 
no more) of many Clauſes and Powers in his Commiſſion; yea 
therather and the more, becauſe thereof would have cautioned 
and moderated the Execntion of the ſame : But to our Great 
Trouble we found it very much otherwiſe. Many were the 
things that were accounted Irregular and Grievous therein, far 
from conducing to the Publick Weal of the Territory, and nor 
2 lictle to the diſfervice of the Crown, as tending rather 
to the diſturbing and diſaffeting of the Subjects here, than 
ro_the furtherance of that chearful Obedience, Loyalty, Love 
and Duty in them,which ought by all good means, to have been 
nouriſhed and promoted. And of all this unhappineſs, we muſt 
reckon the firſt ſtep and in-let to be, that the Governour did (o 
quickly neglect the great number of the Council, and chiefly ad- 
here unto and Govern by the advice only of a few others, the prin- 
cipal of them Strangers to the Countrey, without Eftates or Intereſt 
therein to oblige them, perſons of known and declared Prejudices againſt 
49, and that had plaznly laid their — Deſigns and Hopes to make 
anreaſonable profit of this poor People, Innumerable were the evil 
Effe&s that from hence were continually growing up amongſt us ; 
The Debates in Council were not ſo free as ought to bave been, but too 
much over-ruled,and a great deal of harſhneſs continually expreſ- 
ſed againſt Perſons and Opinions that did not pleaſe. The Greare/# 
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Rigour and Severity was t00 often uſed towards the ſobereſt ſort of - 
People, when any thing could be found or pretended againſt them, 
their humble ſubmiſſions were little regarded, and inexorable P#ſe- 
cations ordered againſt them, whilſt in the mean time the notorious 
viciouſneſs and profanencſs of others mr+ not with the like diſcounte- 
nance, but perſon ot tuch a character wers pur into places of bu- 
fineſs and truſt, The long tertled maintenznce of the Publick Mi- 
niſtry, even from thole that applied themielves to ny other way 
of Worſhip,but continued ordinary hearers. could not be upheld 
by any act of Authority providing tor the fame, and Schools of 
Learning ſo well caken care of formerly.were in moſt places fallen 
to decay, and many more fuci like might be reckoned up. But. 
we {hall more eſpecially inſtance farcher in the carieuties fol. 
lowing, as not the leaſt. | 


I. And firſe; It was as we thought a great ſlight put upon the- 
Council,and to the prejudice of the good People of the Territo- 
ry, That whereas at the Governours firſt coming a Committee 
appointed thereunto by himſelf,and a full Council had with great 
care and ſeveral weeks trouble reviſed a very conſiderable num- 
ber of Orders and Laws colle&ed out of the ſeveral Law-Books. 
of theſe Colonies found by long experience very needful and 
agreeable to the good of theſe Plantations, which Laws ſo Col- 
leted and Reviſed,were again preſented unto, and upon further 
adviſement approved by the Governour and Council and paſſed. 
Yet upon the introducing Mr. We from New York to be Deputy 
Secretary, they were, for what cauſes we know not, totally laid 
afide, and the People denied the benefit of them. And this. 
Grievance was ſo much the greater, anda plainer Indication of 
the ſeveriry of ſome men in their Intended Management of 
things, becauſe on good deliberation there had alſo paſſed an 
Ocder of Council, That until the Council ſhould rake further 
order, the ſeveral Juſtices, Town-Officers, and others ſhould 
proceed 2ccorcing to former Uſuges, and ſuch Local Laws in 
the ſeveral parts of this Dominion, as are not repugnant to the 
Laws of England, &c. Yet becavfe by virtue of the ſaid Order 
ſome in Authority have proceeded co put forth their power for 
the ſupport of the Mini:try, and ſome others did juſtitne them- 
ſelves in ſome aRions dons by them that were not pleaſing ; 
hereupon 
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hereupon when a diſcourſe only, and ſome debate thereof had 
' paſſed in Council but without any regular determination made, and 


comrary to the expreſs words of the ſaid Order, ic was Entred 
in the Council- Book, Concerning it, reſolved that the ſame was 
only in Force riil the next Seſſion of the Council, and fo deter- 
mined as null of ic ſeif, and that none preſume to a purſuance to 
ſuch Laws as are or ſhall be made here. 


2. Whereas the A for the Continuing and Eſtabliſhing of 


| ſeveral Rates, Duties and Iimpoſts was one of che firſt of ſo great 


Moment that came out in Form under the Seal of the Territory, 
and was publickly proclaimed, we that were preſent have great 
caufe to remember what trouble and diſlatisfaQtion there was 
among(t the Members of the Council concerning the fame. As 
that AR was framed and urged upon us, « very conſiderable num- 
ber ( and we believe we were the Major part ) diſſented from and ar- 

ved much againſt it. And tho the Governor expreſſed not a 
iecle-beat and poſitiveneſs alledging his inſtrucions, and held 
che Council together, unreaſonably a very long time abour ir. 
Yet when wedid ac laſt break up we could not imagine that he 
could take the Bill to be agreed to z Nevertheleſs it was thenexe 
day( to our wonderment) brought in fairly Engroſſed in Parchment,and 
guickly Signed by the Governour without axy counting of Voices either 
chen or the day before, which was the more needful becauſe 
ſome did continue ſtill to make their objeRions, others that had 
ſpoken againſt the Bill the day before, declaring their adherence 
ro.what they had then faid ; and many more under ſo great dif- 
couragement and diſcountenance; as was manifeſted firring ſilent, 
which we are ſure in the regular pafling of Laws can never be 
reckoned for a conſent. 


3. The Way and Manner uſed afterwards of propoſing and 
paſſing all Laws was very uncertain and ma not anſwerable 
to the Nature of ſo greata Power, nor to the Jargeneſs of the 
Territory that was to be obliged by them, or to the Number of 
the Concellors appointed therein; for after a little while there 
were no ſet times appointed or given notice of for the making 
of Laws, that ſo the Members of the Council might attend in a 
fuller number to be helpful therein. Bills of the greateſt con- 

cernment 
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cerriment were uſually firſt conſulted and framed in private, and 
ſo unexpectedly brought into Council at any time, and then our 
work too was often under great diſadvantages,not to adviſe free- 

ly and conſult about the making of a Law thought neceſſary buc 

co maintain a ſort of Conteſt in oppofition to a very inconve-' 
nient one, too far promoted and engaged in already; and above 

all, there was never any fair way Of taking and counting the number 

of the Councellors conſenting and diſemting, that ſo the Majority 

might be known in any matter that admitted of any conſider- 

able reaſonings and debates, by reaſon whereof both Laws and ]. 
other Orders and Reſolutions might be ſer down as paſlcy 
by the Council, which ought not to have been. And when ic 
hath been ( as ofcen it was) expreſly and earneſtly prayed when 
matters of greater moment than ordinary were in , that 
the Debate and Reſolution of them might be put off cill a ful- 
ler Council of Members from other ſeveral parcs of the Do- 
minion might be Convened, ſuch motions were ever diſaccept- 
ed, and entertained with no little diſplacency ; /o that it might 
be too truly affirmed, that in effett four or five perſons, and thoſe noe 
ſo favourably inclined and diſpoſed as were to be wiſhed for, bear the 
Rule over, and gave Law to a Territory the largeſt and moſt con- 
ſiderable of any belonging to the Dominion of the Crown. 


4. In purſuance of this way and manner of paſſing Laws above 
expreſled, there were two in ſpecial that came forth, which - 
we are ſure in fuller and freer Councils would have had a full 
ſtop put to them viz, Firſt, The Att for Regulating the 
Choice of ſelet Men, &c. wherein the Liberty of. Towns to 
meet for the managing of their Publick Afairs referring to their 
Common Lands, and all other their concernments, which the 
had enjoyed for ſo many years, to their great benefit, was m 
unreaſonably reſtrained to once a year, and all other Convening 
of Inhabitants as a Town Meeting upon any pretence or colour _ 
whatſoever, was ſtrictly forbidden : And the other AQ was - 
that intituled, An A& requiring all Maſters of Ships or Veſlels 
co give ſecurity, in which there were ſuch reſtraints Jaid upon 
all perſons from Tranſporting themſelves freely (as their occa- 


ſions might call) out of the Territory, That it wovld _ 
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? ho been a meer Priſon to all that ſhould be found therein, and ſuch 
| a Bond required of all —__ and Veliels (extending in the practice 
even to Shallops and Wood-Boats) as would quickly have in- 
 tolerably diſcouraged, if not ruined the Trade thereof; and all 
. without any other ordinary general benefit of the ſaid Act, but 
the filling ſome mens Pockets with Fees : And (as it might be 
thought from the time of moving for this AR, which was when 
Captain Hutchinſon was already gone, and Mr. Mather was known 
ro be intending for England) the obſtruting of ſuch mens going home 
4 were likely there to make juſt Complaints, and =_ Reareſs of Pub- 
lick Grievances; and when this Ae had been ſtrenuouſly oppoſed 
- inCouncil here at Bofon, where it was more than once vehe- 
- mently urged, and as often denied, ic was carried as far as New 

York, and there an opportunity found for the obtaining of it. 


5- The-great matter of Properties and Titles to our Lands is | 
the next to be inſiſted on, His Majeſty that granted the Charter | 
did fully inveſt the Patentees with Right to the Soil throughout 
the whole Limits thereof, and here on the place, the Right of 
the Natives was honeſtly purchaſed from them. The Diſpoſal, 
Diſtribution, and Granting of Lands by the Patentees, who were 
alſo incorporated, and made a Body Politick, was in ſuch a plain, 
ready, eaſe wa, without any charge to the Planters, as in the 
Settlement of ſo large a Countrey was thought to be moſt agree- | 
able: And fo much of a publick ſpirit and deſign were thoſe | 
Noble Gentlemen, that (though well they might) they ſettled 
not one ſingle Penny of ſervice or acknowledgment to them- 
ſelves and Heirs in any of their Grants, a thing ſo ſelf-denyin ? 
and worthy, that few Inſtances can be-given of the like. Aſl Fi 
which notwithſtanding, and the Poſſeſſions, Deſcents and Va- 
luable Purchaſes of ſo many years that have pafſed fince, The 
Governour and thoſe he adhered to, reſolved and pratliſed to make 
all mens Titles in effeft quite null and void. The purchaſing of the 
Natives Right, was made nothing of, and next to a Ridicule. 
The Enjoyment and Improvement of Lands not incloſed, and 
eſpecially if lying in common amongſt many was denied to be 
poſſeſſion; it was not enough- that ſome men that thought ir 
convenient, and were both willing and able, did take Confir- 
mations of their Lands, the numbers of whom in time __ 

ve 
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have been a conſiderable gain to them ; bat »orbing would /a- | 
rzfie unleſs all in general might be compelled ſo to do ;, bence thoſe that | 
refuſed were deo/ared Intruders upon Hu Majeſty, and put in fear A 1 
having their Lands granted unto ſtrangers. Many were Solicited, - 
and Encouraged to Petition for other mens Lands, and had a .' 
ſhameful Example ſer them by ſome of the chief Gat of. 
all this Miſchief. When ſome men have Petitioned for 4 confirmation 
of their own Lands, a part of theſe only was offered to be granted tg 
them, and another part denyed. Nor could any mans own Land 
confirmed to him, without a particular Survey of every part 
parcel of them firſt made, the great charges whereof, and 
other Fees to be taken would have been to moſt men Inſupport- 
able: Tea it hath by ſome been computed that all the money in the 
Countrey would not ſuffice to patent the Lands therein contained. ( 


And yet farther, a con(iderable quit-rent to the King was to he 
F Impoſed upon all Lands, though already a conſtant yu Tak 
| for the ſupport of the Government had been laid on them 
And for all this moſt unreaſonable vexation to a Laborious and: 
Induſtrious people, the only Ground pretended was ſome defects + 
and wants of form and due manner alledged to be in the way of 
the diſpoſing and comepig of all Lands from the Patentees to | 
the Townſhips and People here ; which whatever it amounted 
to might have been eaſily remedied, either by an application and 
repreſentation to the King for the obtaining a General ſettlement 
| of all properties ( which would have been highly Worthy and 
Generous for the Governour to have engaged in, on of 
. the People ) or by ſome other ways that were propoed. Burt 
nothing but the way of particular Patenting as abaveſaid could 
vail. Inproſecution whereof all Actions intended upon In- 
rmations of Intruſions in His Majeſties behalf, or between old- 
Proprietors and new Grantees muſt have had their Deciſion at 
the Ordinary Courts of Common Law here upon the Place 
where matters of Equity and of a Conſideration Tranſcending all 
ordinary Caſes could not have a proper Cognizance and due In- 
fluence in the Deciſion, Determination and Judgment. | 


6, Though ſufficient Courts of Juſtice were appointed, and 
held in{the ſeveral Counties for a Tryal of all Offenders, yer. i 
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was too frequent upon more particular diſpleaſure to fetch up perſons 
from very remote Counties before the Governour and Council at Boſton 
| ( who were the higheſt, and a conſtant Court of Record and Ju- 
, dicature ) not to receive their tryal but only to be examined 
| there, and ſoremitted to an Inferior Court to be farther pro- 
ceeded againſt. The Grievance of which Court was exceeding great, 
* for hereby not only the Charge, was made Exceſſive upon ſuch 
' perſons by the nororious exattions of the Meſſenger, the Secreta- 
Ties Fees for Examination, &c. But thele Examinations 
themſelves were unreaſonably ſtrict, and rigorous and very un- 
duely enſnaring to plain unexperienced men. 4nd the Tryals 
'of ſeveral, were by this means over-ruled to be at Boſton, and 
n in the proper Counties, and were otherwiſe ſofar prejudged 
to be rendred leſs equal. 
; The Extraordinary Oppreſlive Fees taken in all matters by in- 
digent and exacting Officers, theſe were at the firſt for a long 
ime Arbitrarily impoſed and required without any colour of an 
ſtabliſhment of them by the Council. Afterwards a Com- 
mittee was appointed, to bring in a Table of Fees, that ſpenc 
a long time without finiſhing any thing, the reaſon whereof was 
becauſe ſome therein eſpecially the Deputy Secretary Weſt, inſiſted 
upon Fees, much more extraordinary than ſome others could 
conſent to. In concluſion; There was a Table of Fees drawn 
up to be preſented to the Council, and ſigned by ſome of the 
mmittee, one of whom (whoſe Subſcription is to this Paper) 
declaring expreſly, that by his Signing he did no otherwiſe 
agree, but only that it might be preſented to the Council, ro do 
therein as they ſhould ſee cauſe,who alſo when ic was fo preſented 
ro the Council,declared that many of the particulars in that Table 
contained were unreaſonable, and ought to be abated, and of 
this mind were many others. But the Entry after the uſual man- 
ner was an approbation thereof. 


Laſtly, As to thoſe Great Jealouſies and Suſpicions of Sinifter 
Deſigns in the Governour as to our Troubles by the Indians, we have 
to ſay, That although divers things too uncertain, if not untrue, 
have been too eaſily reported and ſpread concerning him, a pra- 
ice which ſome of us have formerly with no little prejudice to 

our 
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our ſelves diſcountenanced and born Teſtimony againſt ; yet 
there have not wanted ſome other particulars that might give t00 
great a ground for the ſame. The principal of them (as far as we 
tave any knowledge of things of that kind) are theſe. 


The Governours Seizing and Taking away the Goods of Moun- . 
ſreur St. Caſtine of Penopſcot, the Summer before the War . 


broke forth, which thing hath been eſteemed not a little to 
have ſtirred up and furthered the ſucceeding Troubles. The 
Governours not haſtening his Return to Bo##on when theſe 
Troubles were actual)y begun, but lengthening out his Tarrience 
in places ſo remote till the Hoſtility of the ndians, and the great 
Miſchiefs thereof were too far advanced. That during his ab- 
ſence, he was not pleaſed ſufficiently ro impower and inſtru 
any to act things neceſlary for the ſafety of the out Plantations 
and the Proſecution and Suppreſſion of the Enemy, tho' he had 
you and true Accounts from time to time ſent him of : 

that happened. That all that was done to this purpoſe in a caſe 
of ſuch neceſſity, either by the Lieutenant Govenour, or by the 
Juſtices of Peace, and Military Officers in many places, by ſe 


curing afd difarming of Neighbouring 1ndiazs, ſetting up, Ward- - 


ing and Watching, Garriſoning ſeveral houſes for the'ſecurit 
of the Inhabitants, eſpecially the Women and Children, in caſe 
of ſudden Inroads and Surprizings that might be, ſending ſome 
relief of men to ſome places that were moſt in danger, and alſo 
what was done by thoſe Members of the Council that were at 
Bo#ton in conjunRion with the Commander in chief left in 
the Fort there, who raiſed and ſent ſome Forces to _—_—_ 
where greateſt harms were done. We fay, that all that was 
thus done, was ſo extream]ly diſapproved of by the Governour 
upon his Return back from Albany and New York, and an un- 
accountable diſpleaſure manifeſted againſt all perſons that had 
{o acted, and that he was ready to call them to an account as 
high Offenders for the ſame, and refuſed a long time, tho' much 
ſolicited, to give any Order concerning the Souldiers ſent ro 
Caſco, either for the continuance of them there, where they 
were very neceſſary, or for their dimiſſion home. Unto all 
which may be added the Governours ſending Meſſengers both 
John Smith the Quaker from 4lbazy, and ſoon after Major Mac- 
gregory to Keybeck upon ſuch Errands and Bulinels as were not 
3 2 h communi- 
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communicated and [aid open to the Counal. And farther, hs 
Relaſe and ſetting at liberty ſundry Indians that were in hold, ſome 
of them known Enemies to the Engliſh, and particularly objeced 
againſt by ſeveral of the Council, and that without any exchange 
of our Exgliſh Captives then in the Enemies hands. 


Theſe are the chief Matters which upon this occaſion (with- 
out any undue Prejudice againſt any man, or deſign to juſtifie 
the defects of our ſelves in the performance of our own ſhares 
of duty, but in anſwer to the deſire ſignified to us as aboye ) 
we have to {et forth, profeſſing truly that by ſuch a ſtate of 
things as we had the experience and feeling of; The Places 
that we held were rendred exceeding uneafie to us, and that out 
of a ſincere reſpe& to the Proſperity of theſe Their Majeſties 
Plantations, we could not but be very deſirous that through 
the Fayour of God and our Superiors, all due Redreſs might in 
a good appy ſeaſon be obtained; and the way of Governin 
Engliſh SubjeRs in Their Majeſties Dominions without ,an Af- 
my of the Peoples Repreſentatives banithed out of YWorld 

or ever. 


2+. Bofton in New England, 
Fan, 27, 1690: Wiliam Stoughton, 
| Thomas Hinckley, 
Wart. Winthrop, 
Barthol, Geaney, 
Samuel Shrimpton. 
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